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What is Classification & Labelling (C&L)?
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CLP Regulation 
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• Classification

• Labelling

• Packaging of 

substances & mixtures

CLP entered into force on 
20 January 2009 
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CLP - Objectives

1. Protect human health & the environment

2. Consolidate C&L of substances/mixtures 

3. Introduce the UN GHS in the EU

4. Facilitate international trade in chemicals 

5. Increase transparency

4



5

CLP transitional periods
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Substances

Mixtures

1 Dec 2010 1 June 20153 Jan 2011

Deadline for notification to

the C&L Inventory
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ECHA’s main tasks under CLP

• Proposals for Harmonised Classification and 
Labelling (CLH)

• Risk Assessment Committee

• Classification and Labelling Inventory

• Notifications on self-classifications of hazardous substances on 
the EU market

• Applications for Alternative chemical names for 
substances in mixtures

• Formulators of mixtures apply for use of alternative names for 
hazardous substances on labels and safety data sheets
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http://echa.europa.eu

Harmonised Classification and Labelling 
(CLH)

• Harmonisation of classification at an EU-level

• CLP Regulation focuses on substances which are of 
most concern to humans
• Carcinogenic (C)

• Mutagenic (M)

• Reproductive toxicants (R)

• Respiratory sensitisers (RS)

• Active substances in plant protection products 
(PPPs) and biocidal products (BPs) are normally 
harmonised
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CLH process overview

echa.europa.eu

Dossier
preparation

Public

Consultation

45 days

RAC opinion
Annex VI to CLP by

the Commission

Dossier submitter (Member states or industry) 

ECHA/RAC

Parties Concerned

Main actors

European Commission

Max 18 months to adopt an 
opinion



10

Harmonised C&L - status

• ~90 RAC opinions adopted 

• ~120 CLH proposals under processing

• Annex VI to CLP

• Over 4000 entries

• New entries included by Adaptation to technical 
progress (currently three ATPs)
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Harmonised C&L – entries in Annex VI tables
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Classification and Labelling Inventory
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Manuf/Importers are obliged to notify (Art. 39 CLP):

• All hazardous substances (under CLP), and

• All substances subject to REACH registration…

…which are placed on the market

Notifications should contain (Art. 40 CLP)

• Substance Identity

• Classification and Labelling according to CLP

In return, ECHA shall:

• “establish and maintain a classification and labelling inventory 
in the form of a database” parts of which will be public (Art. 42(1) 
CLP)
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• Notifications to the C&L Inventory:

�Currently over 5.7 million notifications for over 120 000 
substances

• The C&L Inventory available since February 2012:

� Up-to-date information on the hazardous substances on 

the EU market
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Classification and Labelling Inventory
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Search functions
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C&L Platform

• The same substance often has many different 
classifications

• Differences can be legitimate, e.g due to impurities or physical 
form, but also:

• Different access to data, disagreement on data

• Notifiers of the same substance are obliged to come to an 
agreed entry (Art. 41)

• ECHA launched a C&L Platform in January 2013
• Notifiers can discuss the classification and labelling of their 

substances and come to an agreement

• Platform is an easy and safe way of getting into contact with 
other notifiers in order to fulfill their legal obligations of 
agreeing on the same classification
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