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What does REACH say?

• ECHA

o Provides technical and scientific guidance 
and tools for the operation of REACH for:

� Industry, especially SMEs

� Other stakeholders

o (Provides support to the helpdesks)

o Provides assistance to registrants

o Provides explanatory information on REACH 
to other stakeholders

echa.europa.eu
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…and what does CLP say?

• ECHA

o Provides technical and scientific guidance 
and tools for the operation of CLP for industry

o Provides technical and scientific guidance for 
the operation of CLP for competent authorities 

o Provides assistance to helpdesks established 
by Member States

echa.europa.eu
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…and what does the Biocidal 
Products Regulation say?

• ECHA

o Provides technical and scientific guidance and tools 
for the operation of this regulation for the application of 
this Regulation by the Commission and Member States’ 
competent authorities and providing support to 
national helpdesks

o Provides advice and assistance to applicants, in 
particular to SMEs, for the approval of an active 
substance or its inclusion in Annex I to this Regulation or 
for a Union authorisation;

o Prepares explanatory information on this regulation

echa.europa.eu
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…and what does the PIC Regulation 
say?

• ECHA

o Provides with the agreement of the Commission and 
after consultations with Member States, assistance and 
technical and scientific guidance and tools for the 
industry in order to ensure the effective application of 
this Regulation;

o Provides with the agreement of the Commission, the 
designated national authorities of the Member States 
with assistance and technical and scientific guidance in 
order to ensure the effective application of this 
Regulation

echa.europa.eu
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Partners of the ECHA Secretariat

• Non-institutional partners (accredited 
stakeholders)

• ECHA Committees & Forum

• European Commission and MSCAs

• Third country representatives invited by 
the ECHA Management Board

echa.europa.eu



7

Guidance

• To assist stakeholders in implementing their 
obligations – but not legally binding

� Historically, first versions were developed by the 
Commission and agreed with industry, NGOs, MSCAs and 
ECHA (RIPs) to ensure broad support of all important 
players

� Guidance management has been handed over to ECHA 
and today new (versions of these) guidance documents 
are developed by ECHA itself

echa.europa.eu

ECHA Guidance shows the “safest” way for industry to 

implement the Regulations within ECHA’s remit.



Consultation procedure
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How are ECHA Partners involved?

1. Initiation of the consultation procedure

2. Consultation of ECHA partners

� Partner Expert Group

� Committees and/or the Forum

� European Commission and the MSCAs

3. Main interim documents prepared at 
different stages of the consultation 
process published on the ECHA website

echa.europa.eu
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1. Initiation of the consultation 
procedure

echa.europa.eu
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1. Initiation of the consultation 
procedure (web-form)



ECHA drafts text

Legal issue: 
consult COM

Expert
s

Type of action?

Corrigendum
“Normal” amendment,
revision or new guidance

Fast-track
amendment

PEG reviews ECHA’s draft

ECHA revises draft

Committees/Forum
if needed/useful

MSCAs & Commission
e.g. via CARACAL

ECHA revises draft

ECHA finalises text and
publishes it on its website

Either “normal” 
process with short
deadlines for 
PEG / C’ttees / MSCA 
or
limited consultation

2. Consultation of ECHA partners

echa.europa.eu
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Consultation of ECHA partners

• Partner Expert Group “PEG”
� Nominations by MSCAs, Stakeholder Organisations or 
ECHA

� Established by ECHA

� A meeting will be convened as part of the consultation 
process

• Committees and/or Forum
� ED will be advised by the ECHA Secretariat/PEG on their 
involvement

� To avoid disagreement at the end

� To feed in top-level expertise

• Consultation of MSCAs and the Commission
� Obligatory for amendments, revisions and new guidance

echa.europa.eu
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Outcome of a consultation

• A stakeholder consultation

� Involves all stakeholders, including 
Commission, MSCAs, industry, enforcement 
authorities – and is transparent

� Should meet deadlines while achieving buy-in

� All efforts will be made to reach consensus for 
achieving the basic objective:

Guidance that is acceptable to

� those applying it,

� those using it, and

� those enforcing REACH and CLP
echa.europa.eu
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3. Publication of main interim (and 
final) documents

echa.europa.eu

• The results of consultation of the Partner 
Expert Group “PEG”, Committees and/or 
Forum and CARACAL can be seen on the 
ECHA website:
� Comments made

� ECHA response – including reasons when rejected

� Resulting draft text for next stage of consultation and final 
text of the guidance after completion of the process. 



How to find ECHA guidance 
and view consultation status 
on new guidance
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ECHA website – (live hyperlink?) 

• http://echa.europa.eu/

echa.europa.eu
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ECHA website – (em Português!):

• http://echa.europa.eu/pt/

echa.europa.eu



Guidance = (part of) Support



Guias = (uma parte do) Apoio
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Consultation (on ongoing guidance 
updates; not translated)

http://echa.europa.eu/web/guest/support/guidance-on-reach-and-clp-
implementation/consultation-procedure



Thanks for your attention

Questions?


